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CITY OF RICHMOND v. DREWRY-HUGHES CO. 
Jan. 17, 1918. 
[94 S. E. 989.] 

1. Municipal Corporations (§ 956 (2)*) — Taxation — Levy— Statute. 

— Acts 1915 (Ex. Sess.) c. 85, § 1, provides that all taxable real es- 
tate and tangible personal property shall be subject to local taxa- 
tion only, and that licenses on all taxable intangible personal prop- 
erty and other classes of property not specifically enumerated shall 
be subject td state taxation only, but that a city shall not be pre- 
vented from levying a tax on said segregated intangible personal 
property at a rate not to exceed 20 cents on $100, and that the cap- 
ital of merchants shall be "subject only to be taxed locally as pre- 
scribed by law. Held, in view of Charter of City of Richmond, § 
69, Code 1904, § 833a, as amended by Act March 17, 1915 (Acts 1915 
[Ex. Sess.] c. 112, § 1), and section 1043, also Tax Bill (Acts 1902- 
03-04 [Ex. Sess.] c. 148 [Code 1904, p. 2191]), § 9 as amended by 
Acts 1915 (Ex. Sess.) c. 117, § 1, and section 46, that the city of 
Richmond is not limited in its power to tax the capital of merchants 
to 30 cents on $100. 

[Ed. Note.— For other cases, see 10 Va.-W. Va. Enc. Dig. 228.] 

2. Statutes (§ 225*)— Harmonizing Cognate Acts— Duty of Court. 
— It is the duty of the court, under settled and familiar rules of con- 
struction, to harmonize several cognate acts of the Legislature, if 
possible without violence to their several express terms. 

[Ed. Note.— For other cases, see 12 Va.-W. Va. Enc. Dig. 761, 766.] 

3. Municipal Corporations (§ 966 (1)*)— Taxation— Statute— "Such 
Property Assessed to Residents Therein." — The language, "such 
property assessed to residents therein," in Tax Bill, § 9, as amended 
by Acts 1915 (Ex. Sess.) c. 117, § 1, providing that any city in the 
state may levy a tax on such property assessed to residents therein 
at a rate not to exceed 30 cents on $100 means property assessed for 
state taxation. 

[Ed. Note.— For other cases, see 10 Va.-W. Va. Enc. Dig. 232.] 

4. Statutes (§ 219*) — Construction— Construction of Taxation 
Statutes by Executive Department. — If the interpretation of cognate 
statutes relating to taxation, is doubtful, the court should give due 
weight to the interpretation placed on the statutes by the branch of 
the executive department of the state specially charged with the 
duty to construe and effectuate their provisions. 

[Ed. Note.— For other cases, see 12 Va.-W. Va. Enc. Dig. 767.] 

5. Statutes (§ 219*)— Construction by Executive Officers— Appli- 
cation of Rule. — The rule of interpretation permitting courts to re- 
gard the practical construction of statutes adopted by executive offi- 
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cers is not confined to cases in which such construction has been 
continued and acquiesced in for a long period of time. 

[Ed. Note.— For other cases, see 12 Va.-W. Va. Enc. Dig. 767.] 

6. Taxation (§ 58*) — Plain Authorization — Construction of Stat- 
utes, — Taxes must be plainly authorized before they can be collected, 
a rule which does not shut out all the lights that may be reasonably 
brought to bear in determining the intention of the law-making 
power. 

[Ed. Note. — For other cases, see 13 Va.-W. Va. Enc. Dig. 85.] 

7. Municipal Corporations (§ 956 (1)*)— Grant of Power of Tax- 
ation — Strictisshni Juris. — The rule of strictissimi juris applies to an 
original grant of power to tax, as to a municipality. 

[Ed- Note.— For other cases, see 10 Va.-W. Va. Enc. Dig. 227.] 

8. Statutes (§ 158*)— Repeals by Implication. — Repeals by implica- 
tion are not favored. 

[Ed. Note.— For other cases, see 12 Va.-W. Va. Enc. Dig. 780.] 

9. Taxation (§ 42 (1)*)— Taxation of Capital of Merchants — Con- 
stitution.— Acts 1915 (Ex. Sess.) c. 85, § 1, not limiting local taxing 
authority in power to tax capital of merchants to 30 cents on $100, 
is not violative of Const. 1902, § 168, requiring that all taxes shall be 
uniform, levied and collected under general laws; the taxing power 
having power to tax different classes of intangible personal property 
at different rates. 

[Ed. Note.— For other cases, see 13 Va.-W. Va. Enc. Dig. 85.J 

Error to Hustings Court of City of Richmond. 

On rehearing. Former opinion overruled, and judgment Te- 

versed. 

For former opinion, see 90 S. E. 635. 

H. R. Pollard, of Richmond, and E. P. Buford, of Lawrence- 
ville, for plaintiff in error. 

Geo. Bryan and Hill Montague, both of Richmond, and H. 
Warren Wall, of Farmville, for defendant in error. 



HUNTER'S ADM'R v. CHESAPEAKE & O. RY. CO. 
Jan. 11, 1917. 
[94 S. E. 993.] 
Error to Circuit Court, Rockbridge County. 
See also, 120 Va. 699, 91 S. E. 181. 

Curry & Curry and Timberlake & Nelson, all of Staunton, 
for plaintiff in error. 

*For other cases see same topic and KEY-NUMBER in all Key- 
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